
Patrick Henry

"Sir, we are not weak, if we make a proper use of the means which the God of nature hath
placed in our power. three millions of people, armed in the Holy cause of Liberty, and in such a
country as that which we possess, are invincible by any force which our enemy can send
against us.

  

Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battle alone. there is a just God who presides over the
destinies of nations; and who will raise up friends to fight our battle for us. The battle, sir, is not
to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave...

  

Is live so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid
it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give
death!"

  

(speech before the Second Virginia Convention, March 23, 1775)

  

---

  

Patrick Henry was an ardent advocate for individual liberties. a statesman and revolutionary era
leader, he served as the first and sixth Governor of Virginia.
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